
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Kilian 
Your summary: 

International students face a number of challenges at university. These 

include complications with bank accounts, difficulties making friends 

outside one’s national group and struggling with the English 

language. 

As International Officer, I want to help internationals overcome these 

challenges. 

Being an international student myself and being heavily involved with 

societies, sports clubs and volunteering, I know what the SU can offer 

to internationals. 

This knowledge in combination with my leadership experience will 

enable me to make sure internationals get the most out of their time 

at uni. 

What would you like to change? 

International Student Bank Account 

 Internationals face financial challenges such as unfavourable 

currency exchange rates offered by their banks, delays in 

payments and difficulties when trying to set up a bank account 

in the UK 



 
 

 
 
   I want to use my bargaining power as representative of more 

than 7,000 internationals to create an International Bank Account 

with Santander and/or Natwest that offers more favourable 

conditions to internationals 

Increase international students’ engagement with the SU: 

 Internationals often find it difficult to integrate with British 

students 

 Societies, sports clubs and volunteering help internationals leave 

their “comfort cycles” and meet new people 

 Through increased communication and advertising of 

opportunities, e.g. through creating a weekly newsletter, I want 

to encourage internationals to get involved more with the SU 

Closer collaboration with the university’s Centre of English Language 

Education (CELE) 

 English not being first language is challenging when studying at 

university 

 Through running “CELE taster sessions” I want to raise awareness 

about, and encourage participation in, CELE courses 

What is your experience? 

I have gained leadership experience as team leader of our business in 

the university’s Ingenuity17 entrepreneurship competition. 

 Through taking part in this competition I acquired skills such as 

adaptability, flexibility, resourcefulness and a can-do attitude 



 
 
 
  

 I intend to use these when creating a new type of bank account 

with Santander and NatWest, as well as when promoting 

internationals’ participation with the SU. 

Having been a member of many societies and sports clubs, I know 

about the opportunities offered by the SU and the impact it has on 

student life 

 In first year, I was a member of multiple societies (Model UN, 

Dark Celluloid, Politics, Philosophy) and sports clubs (Kayaking) 

 In year 2, I was/am a member of the PPE society, multiple sports 

clubs (Squash & Surfing), I volunteer as climbing engage 

ambassador at the David Ross Sports Village and take French & 

Italian evening classes in the School of Languages 

 Knowing about the progress I have made and people I have met 

through these activities, I want to encourage other internationals 

to do so, too 

Anything else? 

Because uni is about more than lectures and exams! 

 At university there's a myriad of exciting hobbies to explore, 

interesting things to learn and great people to meet 

 Yet in 2017, less than 50% of internationals were members of a 

societies, only about 25% were members of a sports club and 

only 13% were involved with volunteering, significantly less than 

home students 

 I am running to change this and encourage internationals to get 

the most out of their time at UoN 



 
 
 
 

 What’s more, I want to help internationals with practical 

challenges such as bank accounts and language problems 

A little bit about me: 

 My name is Kilian, I am 19 years old and I am originally from 

Germany 

 I study Philosophy, Politics and Economics and I’m currently in 

my second year 

 My hobbies include reading, foreign languages, spending time 

with friends and outdoor adventure sports such as kayaking and 

paragliding 

 


