
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Alice & Veronia 
Your summary: 
Students should vote for us because we yearn to improve and 

heighten the experience for both current and future students, 

providing them with confidence and reassurance as they embark on 

this new journey. As first year students that have never previously 

been to the UK, we have experienced confusion and discomfort 

settling into what seemed a very strange and unusual environment, 

we want to avoid that completely for other students. In terms of 

events, we intend to raise awareness of how diverse our community is, 

as well as expanding the international community through social 

events. 

 

What would you like to change? 

• Feedback suggests that activities lacked appropriate 

advertisement, hence activities themselves lacked ambience – 

encourage greater advertisement during welcome 

week/international events through bright, colourful emails, flyers 

and posters, in halls and Portland building. 

• We want to ensure that at the start of the semester, mentors 

give a briefing regarding health registration, hospitals, sexual 

health clinics, best bank/phone offers (e.g. there is a Santander 

on campus, in the UK condoms and pregnancy tests are 

available for FREE; students may be embarrassed to ask these 

things, but we’ll let them know before they have to ask). 



 
 

 
 
  • Utilise public spaces (e.g. behind Portland) for international 

parades/fashion shows showcasing traditional costumes, to 

embrace the diverse community we live in. Use the screen 

outside Portland to celebrate Independence days/dates of 

events 

• Collaborations between country specific societies, encouraging 

students to learn about different cultures, meet new people and 

experience new foods. 

• Educational/cultural events providing more widespread 

awareness of different cultures – e.g. Asian week involving food, 

activities, interesting facts 

What is your experience? 

• Alice is currently the International Rep at Florence Boot hall. She 

has already engaged with international students in her vicinity, 

arranged numerous talks to listen and take note of their 

experiences as first year students in a completely new 

environment. 

• Both of us were elected as Head Student Leaders at our 

secondary school, where we were given the task of bringing 

people together, supporting students, organising events and 

delivering speeches. 

• The both of us have always been part of teams (both in sports 

and academics), hence the team effort spirit is very dominant. 

• Having lived in numerous countries has benefited us in the sense 

that we appreciate, decide to learn from and adapt to cultural 

differences. Due to our experiences, we are both very sociable, 



 
 
 
  

jovial, always enthusiastic to meet new people and have become 

habituated to helping and supporting other fellow students. 

• We have first-hand experience – As first year students coming 

from abroad, we want other students to avoid feeling the way 

we did when we first arrived. We want to aim for the most fluid 

and comfortable way of settling in. 

Anything else? 

Alice 

• I am Swiss Vietnamese, and have lived in numerous countries 

including Taiwan, China, France and Malaysia. 

• I can speak English, French and Chinese – I believe that effective 

communication between all ethnicities is vital and what better 

way is there to immerse yourself into a culture by defeating the 

language barrier? 

• My aspiration is to travel the unseen corners of this world, to 

immerse myself in the intricacies and interactions which drive 

each country’s cultures. I want to hear and empathise with 

people’s stories, and expand my cultural knowledge and make 

an impact on people’s lives 

Veronia 

• I am an Egyptian Greek and have lived in Dubai, America and 

Egypt.  

• I speak English and Arabic. 

• Having lived in three different continents has amplified the 

notion of the world’s vastness. I have trained myself to open 



 
 
 
 

myself up to the different points of view and cultures I 

encounter. 

• I relish in music, I am an eighth-grade flute player. I believe that 

music is an international language in itself, music can change 

hearts and has the power to bring people together whom share 

nothing in common. It can communicate emotions and feelings, 

and is stronger than languages. 

 


